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PLANNING COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
LIBRARY/LEARNING RESOURCE CENTERS: 
THE KEY IS FLEXIBILITY 

by Louise Giles 



I came here to talk about guidelines for planning library/learning 
resource centers, but, let's not take anything for granted: there are 

some who would question the need for such buildings. Alvin Toffler, in 
his chapter entitled "Libraries" from the book. Bricks and Mortarboard , 
says this:' 

Some argue forcefully that the library and the 
book itself are mere relics of an inefficient 
past, that the job of storing, retrieving, and 
transmitting information will , in the future, 
be accomplished without either. They point out 
that there is nothing inviolable about the book 
or its storehouse, that cuneiform tablets gave 
way to papyrus rolls, that medieval manuscripts 
gave way to books, and that books are already 
sharing the job of communicating information 
with other carriers. Already most libraries 
store records, tapes, films, slides, and other 
non-book materials. The rise of the computer 
and the development of a whole new technology of 
information, these prophets charge, will inev- 
itably transform the role of the book in modern 
society. 

To illustrate his statement, Mr. Toffler mentions Sol Cornberg, designer of 
the Cornberg carrel, who feels that books are inefficient and, further, 
that reading and writing will become obsolete skills because students will 
"learn better ^nd faster through audiovisual techniques, with films, lec- 



^‘Alvin Toffler. "Libraries." Chapter in Bricks and Mortarboards 
by Educational Facilities Laboratories , New York, 1964. p.7L 
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